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SUBJECT: " TIMES" SAYS PARIS CONSIDERS ANGLO- ERENCH 
JOINT NUCLEAR EORCE 

1. MAY 16 "TIMES" HAS ERONT- PAGE PIECE DATELINED PARIS 
REPORTING THAT POMPIDOU " WILL EXAMINE THE POSSIBILITY OP 
THE CONCERTED USE OP BRITISH AND ERENCH NUCLEAR PORCES 
POR EUROPE' S DEPENSE IN TALKS WITH PRESIDENT NIXON AND 
MR. HEATH THIS MONTH". REPORT ATTRIBUTED TO ERENCH 
OPFICIALS. 

2. " TIMES" SAYS POMPIDOU EXPECTED TO RAISE MATTER IN 
DISCUSSIONS ON US PROPOSALS POR A NEW ATLANTIC CHARTER. 
ALTHOUGH ERENCH HAVE CRITICIZED PLAN OUTLINED BY 
KISSINGER ON APRIL 23, THEY HAVE NEVER OPPOSED THE 
PRINCIPLE OP A STUDY OF COOPERATION AMONG THE THREE 
WESTERN NUCLEAR POWERS. 

3. " THE BIG ISSUE WAS WHETHER BRITAIN REALLY WANTED 
AN ANGLO- FRENCH NUCLEAR EORCE, FRENCH OPPICIALS SAID. 

THE TEST OP BRITAIN' S SINCERITY WAS WHETHER IT WAS 
PREPARED TO GIVE UP BUYING THE HIGHLY EXPENSIVE 
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AMERICAN POSEIDON NUCLEAR MISSILE AND AGREE TO 
COOPERATE WITH ERANCE. ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM 
WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT NIXON WOULD RAISE NO OBSTACLE." 

4. "TIMES" ADDS THAT UNTIL RECENTLY, ANGLO- ERENCH 
NUCLEAR COOPERATION PREVENTED BECAUSE OE VIEWS OE 
DEBRE, BUT WITH HIS DEPARTURE AND WASHINGTON SUGGESTIONS 
THAT THE US MIGHT BE PREPARED TO MODIEY ITS AGREEMENTS 
WITH BRITAIN, " THE ROAD NOW APPEARS TO BE OPEN EOR 
TOP LEVEL TALKS ON THE ISSUE". 



ANNENBERG 
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